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CONSUMER PROTECTION LEGISLATION AMENDMENT AND REPEAL BILL 2005 

Discharge of Order and Referral to Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review 

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [3.30 pm]:  I move without notice - 

That order of the day 164, the Consumer Protection Legislation Amendment and Repeal Bill 2005, be 
discharged and referred to the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review for 
consideration and report not later than 27 June 2006. 

I had the opportunity to receive a briefing on this bill and to consider it only as late as yesterday.  Although it is 
argued that the matters contained in it are minor and uncontroversial, the bill is best described as an omnibus bill.  
As such, I consider that the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review should review this 
bill.  Under the previous Parliament, minor amendments and repeals in legislation were examined by the 
Standing Committee on Legislation.  Having been a member of that committee for some time, I have some 
familiarity with the type of bill that is referred for review.  I have also moved that the committee report in a 
relatively short time.   

The bill will amend 11 acts.  None of the amendments is particularly comprehensive; they are relatively small 
amendments.  Referral would honour the processes that this house has adopted with its committees, and the bill 
would benefit from a brief inquiry.  Hopefully, that will not delay the passage of the bill.  It is fair to say that the 
majority of the amendments are not controversial.  However, because of its broad application to 11 acts, the 
appropriate way to inquire into the bill is through a committee.  The committee will report to the house for its 
consideration.  I ask for the support of other members for this referral.  As I said, I hope that a referral will not 
unduly delay the passage of the bill; however, I note that the bill does not have a high order of urgency.  The 
house should support the committee inquiry.   

HON ANTHONY FELS (Agricultural) [3.34 pm]:  The opposition supports Hon Giz Watson’s motion to refer 
the Consumer Protection Legislation Amendment and Repeal Bill 2005 to the Standing Committee on Uniform 
Legislation and Statutes Review.  We have looked at the 11 acts that the bill proposes to amend.  There appear to 
be minor changes to all of those.  At this stage, we are not opposed to any of those changes.  However, we would 
appreciate being able to look at the effects of any of these changes as there may be other minor amendments to 
be made to the clauses.  We support Hon Giz Watson’s motion.   

HON SIMON O’BRIEN (South Metropolitan) [3.35 pm]:  As Chairman of the Standing Committee on 
Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review, I will offer some comments.   

Hon Norman Moore:  Gratuitous comments.   

Hon Kim Chance:  Very valuable comments.   

Hon SIMON O’BRIEN:  They will fall somewhere between gratuitous and valuable.  If I am up to it today, I 
will try to combine both.  I notice that the Consumer Protection Legislation Amendment and Repeal Bill 2005 
has been on the notice paper since 9 November 2005.  It would have been easier to receive this referral on 
9 November 2005 and report by 27 June 2006 than to receive it this afternoon and report by 27 June 2006, 
particularly as there are country members on my committee.  It is difficult to get together in a non-sitting week, 
as members know.   

I am not grizzling at the prospect of this bill coming before the committee.  It is not an omnibus bill, even though 
it has minor amendments, in the sense that it contains repeals, typographical errors and so on.  Nonetheless, our 
committee will be delighted to review it.  I am so happy that the opposition, in its wisdom, has decided to go 
down this route and join me in supporting this motion.  I have made the point that when we have an outstanding 
standing committee such as the uniform legislation and statutes review committee, we should make more use of 
it.  We could have knocked this review over by now.  There are probably other bills on the notice paper that also 
need attention.  We could have done all sorts of work away from the house.  That would expedite processes 
because we are always available to help facilitate the government’s legislative program. 

Hon Kim Chance:  Irony aside, I think that’s a very good suggestion and it’s one that we would welcome 
discussing with you in the future.   

Hon SIMON O’BRIEN:  It was not 100 per cent irony.  There was a good dose of sarcasm in there as well.  
Nonetheless, I think we can do it.  We can report back by 27 June if necessary.  If we find something that 
requires further investigation, we will take the appropriate action.   

HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan - Parliamentary Secretary) [3.38 pm]:  Given the view of the 
opposition and the Greens (WA), we can count the numbers.  However, we would have liked to see this referral 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Thursday, 1 June 2006] 

 p3408b-3410a 
Hon Giz Watson; Hon Anthony Fels; Hon Simon O'Brien; Hon Kate Doust 

 [2] 

to a committee progress in the chamber at a much faster pace.  There are 11 acts to be amended by the Consumer 
Protection Legislation Amendment and Repeal Bill 2005.  There is nothing controversial.  Whilst 27 June has 
been set as the reporting date, we know that the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes 
Review is usually very expeditious.  If there is an opportunity to have this report earlier, that would be 
wonderful. 

Hon Simon O’Brien:  Now you’re stretching the friendship a little bit! 

Hon KATE DOUST:  It would make life a bit easier.  We will not oppose this motion but we encourage the 
committee to see if it can report earlier because there is nothing controversial in this bill. 

Question put and passed.   
 


